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Baltimore County Public Schools 
Performance Update

Where have we been?
Where are we?

Where are we going?

Tuesday, September 23, 2008

Prepared by the Department of Research, Accountability, and Assessment



Highlights from Seismic Shift
• Baltimore County has increased in population, growing from 

632,134 in 1990 to 811,867 in 2008.
• The number of minorities has increased from 15.0% in 1990 to 

31.6% in 2007.
• The median income has increased but so has the percentage of 

students receiving Free and Reduced Price Services (FARMS).
• Student enrollment in the district continues to increase (20.6% 

since 1990).
• Minority enrollment has increased by 169% since 1990.
• The number of ELL students has increased by 251% since 1990.
• The number of FARMS students has increased from 12.6% in 

1990 to 37.1% in 2007.

Seismic Shifts in Baltimore County, BCPS, July 2008
Sources:  Baltimore County Government Office of Planning, 

Baltimore Metropolitan Council
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Elementary School

and

Middle School Performance
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Highlights from MSA Performance

• Students scores on Reading and 
Mathematics have increased over time in 
Elementary and Middle school.

• Students scores have consistently 
surpassed the AMO targets outlined by 
NCLB.
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BCPS MSA Elementary Reading v. AMO
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BCPS Read Prof/Adv

Read AMO 43.8 46.3 57.8 62.5 67.2 71.8 76.5 81.2 85.9 90.6 95.3 100.0

BCPS Read Prof/Adv 66.8 76.8 82.3 82.7 83.4 87.3
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BCPS MSA Elementary Math v. AMO

0.0

10.0

20.0

30.0

40.0

50.0

60.0

70.0

80.0

90.0

100.0

Year

%
 P

ro
f/

A
dv
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BCPS Math Prof/Adv

Math AMO 41.4 44.1 53.6 58.8 63.9 69.1 74.2 79.4 84.5 89.7 94.8 100.0

BCPS Math Prof/Adv 59.2 69.1 75.4 78.4 83.3 84.8
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BCPS MSA Middle Reading v. AMO
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Read AMO 43.0 45.9 56.7 61.5 66.3 71.1 75.9 80.8 85.6 90.4 95.2 100.0

BCPS Read Prof/Adv 60.8 70.4 71.8 73.0 70.8 78.5
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BCPS MSA Middle Math v. AMO
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Math AMO 19.0 22.7 35.8 42.9 50.0 57.2 64.3 71.4 78.6 85.7 92.9 100.0

BCPS Math Prof/Adv 40.2 50.8 57.0 59.8 59.5 67.2

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014
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High School Performance
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Highlights in High School 
Performance

• Participation in AP courses has increased 
substantially over the last few years.

• Percentage of students passing AP exams 
has remained above or near the 70% 
target district-wide.



Chart 1.13.1 - AP Participation Rate

Schools Meeting or Exceeding National Average
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Chart 1.13.2 - AP Participation Rate
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Chart 1.13.3 - AP Participation Rate

by Student Group
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Chart 1.13.4 - AP Participation Rate

by Race/Ethnicity
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Chart 1.14.1 - AP Pass Rate

Percentage of Schools with at least 70% Pass Rate
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Chart 1.14.2 - AP Pass Rate
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Chart 1.14.3 - AP Pass Rate

by Student Group
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Chart 1.14.4 - AP Pass Rate

by Race/Ethnicity
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Comparison of Critical Reading SAT Scores

School 2007 2008

BCPS 491 491

Maryland 500 499

National 502 502
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Comparison of SAT Mathematics Scores

School 2007 2008

BCPS 497 496

Maryland 502 502

National 515 515
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Comparison of SAT Writing Scores

School 2007 2008

BCPS 493 495

Maryland 496 497

National 494 494
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A Comparison of 2006 SAT Scores by Quartile Rank 
by Number of Advanced Courses Taken

200
300
400
500
600
700
800

Critical
Reading

Math

One - Seven
Eight - Fourteen
Fifteen - Twenty-Three
Twenty-Four - Fifty

Number of 
Courses

Number of 
student

s Verbal Math 

1 to 7 952 410 410

8 to 14 1096 470 480

15 to 23 1120 530 550

24 or more 1059 610 630

Reading Math  
N=4252 r=.667* r=.678*
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A Comparison of 2007 SAT Scores by Quartile Rank 
by Number of Advanced Courses Taken

200
300
400
500
600
700
800

Critical
reading

Math

One - Seven
Eight - Fourteen
Fifteen - Twenty-Three
Twenty-Four - Fifty

Number of 
Courses

Number of 
students Verbal Math 

1 to 7 1165 410 400

8 to 14 1117 460 460

15 to 23 1083 520 540

24 or more 1087 600 630

Reading Math  
N=4252 r=.676* r=.706*
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A Comparison of 2008 SAT Scores by Quartile Rank 
by 

Number of Advanced Courses Taken

200
300
400
500
600
700
800

Critical
Reading

Math

One - Six
Seven - Fourteen
Fifteen - Twenty-Three
Twenty-Four - Fifty

Number of 
Courses

Number of 
student

s Verbal Math 

0 to 6 1189 390 380

7 to 14 1076 460 450

15 to 23 1071 520 530

24 or more 1106 610 620

Reading Math  
N=4,442 r=.667* r=.678*
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r=.841r=.81517American 
Indian

r=.673r=.68393Hispanic

r=.663r=.6472,479White

r=.562r=.5641,517African 
American

r=.643r=.695318Asian
MathematicsCritical ReadingN

Correlations* between Advanced Courses and Racial 
Groups

SAT 2008 BCPS High Schools

* All of the above correlation coefficients are significant at the level of p < .01 
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Sample Area with Variables 
Summarized
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Next Steps for Research

• Further define student preparation
• Partial out the effect of specific 

interventions
• Explore the impact of social and economic 

conditions across district areas
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